
Traffic Climate evaluations Liikenneturva launched the traffic climate 
evaluations in 1992. In these evaluations, the drivers are interviewed and they 
are asked about their views regarding the state of traffic. 
The drivers evaluate the current climate reigning in traffic by using the school 
grade system from 4 to 10. The highest grade (10) stands for polite, rule-

bidi d f t i Th k t d (4) di iabiding and safety-conscious. The weakest grade (4) means disparaging 
attitude towards rules and safety, tense and selfish.
1.The drivers evaluate whether the traffic climate has improved, worsened or 
stayed the same over the past six monthsstayed the same over the past six months. 

2 The drivers assess whether the negative characteristics of traffic − such as2.The drivers assess whether the negative characteristics of traffic  such as 
speeding, cutting in, selfish driving habits, disregard for rules and dangerous 
passing – have increased or decreased.

3.The drivers assess whether the positive characteristics of traffic – such as 
politeness, flexibility, considerate passing, friendliness and helpfulness – havepoliteness, flexibility, considerate passing, friendliness and helpfulness have 
increased or decreased.
On the basis of the evaluations conducted in the 1990’s, one can state that 
the climate is felt to have degraded since the mid-nineties, while previously g , p y
there was a phase of positive development which lasted for several years.



Traffic climate study
- Has traffic climate improved or worsened?
G di t ffi li t ( l 4 10 ith 4 10 ll t)- Grading traffic climate (scale 4-10, with 4 poor, 10 excellent)

Positive characteristics Negative characteristics
- Politeness and flexibility
- Caution while passing
- Abiding by the rules of traffic
- Friendliness and helpfulness

Negative characteristics
- Speeding
- Cutting in
- Intimidating traffic

S lfi h d i i h bit- Friendliness and helpfulness
- Adjusting to traffic jams
- Taking care of safety
- Thanking others

- Selfish driving habits
- Restlessness in traffic jams
- Tailgating
- Disregard for rules

- Respecting others’ rights
g

- Taking risks while passing
- Causing harm on purpose

Other questions: 
- has traffic made you feel irritated with increased or decreased frequency
- how often have you yourself behaved this way (negative characteristics) in traffic

+ current questions

Traffic climate is based on interviews conducted by TNS Gallup The sample is representative of the Finnish population over 15 years of ageTraffic climate is based on interviews conducted by TNS Gallup. The sample is representative of the Finnish population over 15 years of age 
(with automobile questions, age 18) with the exception of Åland. There are about 1,000 interviewed drivers per polling session. 
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On the basis of the evaluations conducted in the 
1990’s, one can state that the climate is felt to have 
degraded since the mid-nineties, while previously theredegraded since the mid nineties, while previously there 
was a phase of positive development which lasted for 
several years. 
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Negative characteristics 2008Negative characteristics 2008
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Positive characteristics 2008Positive characteristics 2008
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